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 Last March when the pandemic reached our country, churches were instructed to limit gath-

erings to no more than 10 individuals. At the time, I was concerned that perhaps our government 

had overstepped their authority. My father-in-law and I had several conversations at that time 

discussing how this was all going to play out over time. He wisely reminded me that maybe this 

would work in favor of the Lord’s church because it would challenge our parents (especially the 

fathers) to take on the God-given responsibility of teaching their children the ways of the Lord 

(Deut. 6:1-9; Eph. 6:4).  

 I am looking forward to that day we can begin to worship together as a whole body again. 

I’m tired of talking into a camera (no disrespect intended, Jeff!). And I’m sure you’re tired of 

watching a “pre-recorded” devotional or sermon from week to week. But before we throw up 

our hands in total frustration, let’s re-examine that command of the Lord to teach our children 

His ways. How are we doing with that command? Are we teaching when we sit around the 

house and when we walk by the way? Do we teach when we lie down for the night and when we 

wake up in the morning? Basically, do we teach at every opportunity we may have each day to 

teach our children to love the Lord? 

 As we continue through this pandemic and the concern for the physical welfare of our 

loved ones, let us also pay close attention to our spiritual walk with Christ. Yes, “our adversary, 

the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Unfortu-

nately he is being successful, but maybe not because of our current “lockdown.” Are we spend-

ing time in daily study of God’s Word? Not just a simple reading of a few chapters, but a true 

study of the life the Lord wants us to live. Are we spending time in prayer to our heavenly Fa-

ther. God hears and gives answer. Are we looking for His answers to our daily struggle in life?  

 These are difficult times in which we live, but we can continue to grow spiritually in the 

faith, if we will set aside time each and every day to draw nearer to God, so that He will draw 

near to us (Jas. 4:8). 

  I pray that it will not be much longer before we can meet again, but until then, “...be stead-

fast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not vain in 

the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).    ~P. Mowrer 
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Christians And Earthly Governments 

 Sometimes, it seems that during my daily Bible reading, scriptures 
come along that speaks to the moment. Politically, the United States has had 
a volatile year. We have been exposed to political unrest through TV and 
social media in vivid and sometimes, overwhelming detail. We now have a 
change through the election of a new president. Some of the voices we are 
exposed to have been rather extreme, on both sides. What does the Bible say 
my response as a Christian should be?  

 “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist 
have been established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels against the 
authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so 
will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who 
do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the 
one in authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended.  For the 
one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be 
afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God’s serv-
ants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is 
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punish-
ment but also as a matter of conscience. “This is also why you pay taxes, for 
the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 
Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 
then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor” (Rom 13:1-7).  

 “...I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we 
may lead a peaceful and quiet life,...”  (1 Timothy 2:1-2).   ~Brad Tolbert 
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“...speaking the truth in love…”  Eph. 4:15  

“What soap is to the body, laughter is to the soul.” ~ A Jewish Proverb 
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UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

Attendance 

Bible Class                        
Sunday AM Worship        
Sunday PM Worship        
Wed. Evening                    
Contribution              

Schedule of Volunteers for  
                 Communion to Shut-in                                   
 

MISSIONS 

Truth for Today 
 

In Search of the  
Lords’s Way 

 

Ghana Radio 

January   24  - Worship live streamed at 9:30 

January    27  - Wed. evening devotional @ 6:30 

 

January  31   -  Fifth Sunday Building Fund 

 

     Communion supplies and bulletins are available 
at the building. Contributions may be dropped off 
or mailed to P.O. Box 485. 

NURSERY  
 

 

Communion Preparation    
 

 

Ladies January Duties 

 

Cards:   Linda Bates 
 
Food:     Anna Koonce 
       Rachel Wilson 
 

January Daily Bible Reading Schedule 

 

 

25 Exodus 23-25 

26 Exodus 26-28 

27 Exodus 29-31 

28 Exodus 32-34 

29 Exodus 35-37 

30 Exodus 38-40 

31 Leviticus 1-3 

 

 Our sympathy is extended to Margaret 
Harris and Winnie Roberts on the passing of 
their brother in-law, Harold Stuart, this past 
Wednesday afternoon. Funeral arrangements 
are pending. 

 Our sympathy is also extended to the 
Baker, Brown, and Koonce families on the 
passing of their cousin, Duane Herring this 
past week. 

 Paula Wilson is waiting on results from 
tests this past week. 

 Anna Miller is recovering from COVID-

19.  

 Ray Leonard is home following a stay in 
the Dumas hospital. 

 Mollie Aldridge is beginning basic 
training in San Antonio, Texas for the United 
States Air Force.  

 Sunday, January 31, is our Fifth Sunday 
Building Fund Contribution. 

 Contribution tax statements are      
available for pick up in the church office   
during regular office hours.  

REMEMBER IN PRAYER  

Members: 

Lyndell Baker…Tony & Judy Beard…Kay Crook..            
Ray Leonard…Anna Miller…Rita Stiles...Dylan             
Thompson... Donnie & Janice Wright 

Shut-ins:  

Betty Henry…Betty McGuire...Bob & Pat Turner..        
Marie Wooten 

 

Serving in the Military:  

Mollie Aldridge..Corey Bryant..Donnie Collins..           
Noah Draper...Tucker Koonce…Matthew May...     
Neil Rampy...Christian  Stepanovich...Mathew          
Tannehill... Curtis Walker                      

Jan.  28  Brady Beard 

Feb.    2  Lucy Pugh 

    4  Rebekah Perry 

    5  Jessica Meier 

    6  Corey Dial 

         13  Tom Weaver 

         16  Emily Thompson 

                17  Chris Bryant 

    Kerry & Becky Rice 

                21  Dana Hughes 

                22   Paula Wilson 

SPECIAL PRAYER LIST 

Butch Baker...Grace Coburn...Jay Dyson…Dorothy       

Foster...Mike Frost...Terry Gibson...James Miller...        

Percy & Dana Morris...George Nickolson...Christy         

Rice...David & Loyce Ray...John & Christine    

Riddle...Kelsy Robinson (a boy due in Apr.)...Joe 

Rogers...Eddie Don Russell...Homer Shirey...Tess 

Smith… Mary Stuart… Brooke Thompson...Chad 

Thompson..Joe Thompson..Joel Thompson..Cheriee        

Webb...Paula Wilson...Sue Woodward   

Card of Thanks 

To my Church Family, 

 Thanks so much for all the prayers, 
cards, texts, and food during my illness.  I 
really love and appreciate each and everyone 
of you. 

In Christian love, 

Barbara Newton 

Cheated 

 “I never cheated an honest man, only ras-
cals,” said Joseph “Yellow Kid” Weil, the con 
man who in the late 1800’s brought real inge-
nuity to the art of swindling. 

 In one of his favorite swindles, he would 
take a dog into a bar, show the bartender it’s 
forged pedigree papers, and ask him to mind 
the canine. Soon after, another man would en-
ter, admire the dog, and offer to buy him from 
the bartender for an outrageous sum. Later, 
when Weil returned, the greedy bartender 
would offer him a few hundred dollars for the 
dog and Weil would reluctantly accept. The 
second man would never return, of course, and 
the bartender would be stuck with a costly 
mutt of dubious descent! 
 The essence of Mr. Weil’s scam is de-
ceiving his victim into believing that some-
thing of little value has great value. It is only 
later that the mark discovers the deception.  
Another element to the working of his “con” is 
the desire of the victim to “take advantage of 
the situation.” He uses their own wants against 
them. 
 The New Testament writers warn Chris-
tians about being deceived. 

     “For if anyone thinks he is something when 
he is nothing, he deceives himself” (Gal. 6:3). 

    “If we say that we have no sin, we are    
deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us” (1 John 1:8). 

 Satan is described as the great deceiver
(Rev. 12:9). We must be on our guard against 
his “schemes.” We must also guard against the 
trap of fooling ourselves because we want 
something to be true. Being on guard is im-
portant because in the end it isn’t the deceiver 
that is cheated, it’s the deceived.    ~ Charles Hill 


