
PROPER ATTITUDES IN WORSHIP 

Psalm 100 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 A. Sunday, the day set aside to worship God. 

  1. To honor and magnify His name. 

  2. To edify one another. 

 B. In Psalm 100 draws a picture of our praise to God. 

  1. But, how are we to come before His throne in worship? 

  2. Cain’s sacrifice was disregarded – suggesting there is a right and wrong way to  

   worship God. 

 C. Everett Ferguson, in his book, The Church of Christ, identifies four misunderstandings  

  of worship. 

 

I.  MISUNDERSTANDINGS OF WORSHIP.  

 A. External or Mechanical Interpretation. 

  1. By doing certain things, people improve their heavenly credit rating. 

   a. By coming to worship (one, two or three times in a week), we make ourselves  

    acceptable to God.  

   b. The History of the Jews.  

    i. Isaiah 1:10-17 

    ii. Jeremiah 7:8-11 

    iii. Reference to the Jews attitude, Romans 2:1-11. 

  2. Has worship become merely a fulfilling of an obligation? 

   a. I don’t see the need for three times a week. 

   b. Or is it a response to a gracious God?  John 4:23-24 

 B. Individual Interpretation. 

  1. It is a personal religious devotion – doing individual religious exercises together. 

   a. Emphasis is on meditation. 

   b. This leads to a view of individual worship at home or the lake.  

  2. The church is a group. Ephesians 2:19-22 

   a. The assembly is a corporate activity.  Hebrews 10:24-25 

   b. Concern is expressed for one another.  Colossians 3:16 

   c. The Lord’s Supper stresses the importance of being together. 

    i. 1 Corinthians 10:17 – one body 

    ii. 1 Corinthians 11:33 – come together… 

 C. Emotional Uplift Interpretation. 

  1. Coming to worship for what makes me feel good. 

   a. The concept that God exists to meet our needs. 

   b. Truth is, we do not even know what our needs are until God reveals Himself to  

    us and we discover our true selves.  Acts 17:24-28 

   c. Psalm 100:3, “Know that the Lord Himself is God; it is He who has made us,  

    and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.” 

  2. The proper goal of the assembly should be for edification.  1 Cor. 14:26 

 D. Performance Interpretation. 

  1. Worship as entertainment. 



   a. Those present are observers of what the leaders do. 

   b. Those with more “visible” roles are “performers”. 

    i. God – prompter / audience 

    ii. Leaders – performers / prompters 

    iii. assembly – audience / performers 

   c. Assemblies become an occasion to show off one’s gifts – seeking self- 

    edification. 

  2. We need to search for what contributes to spiritual maturity.  Colossians 1:28 

  3. This requires the involvement of all present. 

 

II. PROPER ATTITUDES OF WORSHIP. 

 A. With a Sense of Dependence and Humility. 

  1. God is the Creator.  Acts 14:15, “…turn from these vain things to a living God,  

   who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them.” 

   a. He needs nothing that we can provide.  Acts 17:24-25 

   b. Just the opposite, Psalm 8:3, 4. 

  2. The original sin was the desire of man to be god, Genesis 3:5-6. 

 B. With Thanksgiving and Joy. 

  1. Because of our salvation in Christ! 

  2. Sin has separated us from the Creator.  Isaiah 59:2 

   a. A basic sin is the lack of gratitude.  Romans 1:21 

   b. Romans 7:24-25 – a reminder as to why we are thankful. 

  3. God’s grace in Christ produces thanksgiving. 

   a. 2 Corinthians 4:15 

   b. Colossians 2:6-7 

  4. Joy is closely related to thanksgiving.  Colossians 1:11; Luke 10:20b, “…but  

   rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.” 

   a. At the presence of Jesus, Luke 19:37-38. 

   b. At receiving the message of salvation in Christ, Acts 8:39; 13:48. 

   c. In believing, Romans 15:13. 

   d. Anticipation of the Lord’s return, Revelation 19:7. 

 C. With Expectation and Hope. 

  1. Hope is desire; not a wishing for or wanting something. 

  2. We desire the possession of the Holy Spirit.  Romans 8:23-24 

   a. A guarantee from God, 2 Corinthians 1:21-22. 

   b. This hope is tied to endurance, steadfastness, and perseverance. 

    i. Romans 15:4 

    ii. Hebrews 10:23 

 

    

 


