
CHARACTERISTICS OF ELDERS – II 

1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 A. Again, please apply all these characteristics to your own life as well as to potential  

  elders. 

 

I.  SPIRITUAL QUALITIES.  

 A. Teacher.  1 Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:9 

  1. “Able to teach.” 

   a. That’s his job. 

    i. Feed the flock.  Acts 20:28 (KJV) 

    ii. Labor in preaching and teaching, 1 Timothy 5:17. 

    iii. Titus 1:9-11 

  2. “Hold firmly to the trustworthy message”, Titus 1:9 (NIV) 

   a. We need more people in the church to hold firmly. 

 B. Mature, Spiritual Men. 

  1. Men of faith. 

   a.  Not only must teach God’s word but must believe it and the God who gave it,  

    Hebrews 11:6. 

   b. Must be a living faith which obeys and a trusting faith that depends on God  

    for success. 

  2. Men of courage. 

   a. To give “instruction in sound doctrine”, 2 Timothy 4:2-4. 

   b. To confront false teachers and expose their errors. 

   c. To visit brethren and administer exhortation, reproof and rebuke. 

   d. To lead the church in discipline. 

  3. Men of vision. Proverbs 29:18 

   a.  John 4:35 

   b. Must see opportunities for the church to grow. 

   c. Our prayer should be, “Lord, give us the vision to see what can be  

    accomplished, the faith to launch out into the deep, and the humility to  

    understand that the power is not in us, but in our Master.” 

  4. Men of prayer. 

   a. Real source of power, Philippians 2:13. 

   b. Pray for the sick, James 5:14-15. 

   c. Spiritually sick, also. 

  5. The mission of the church is spiritual. 

   a. Spiritual sense is often natural nonsense. 1 Corinthians 2:14 

  6. “Not a recent convert”, 1 Timothy 3:6 (NIV). 

   a. For all the reasons given above. 

 

II. LEADERSHIP QUALITIES. 

 A. An Elder and His Children. 1Tim. 3:4-5; Titus 1:6 

  1. Whether he is to have more than one child is a matter of opinion. 

   a. Whether all have to be Christians is a matter of opinion. 



   b. It is not a matter of opinion that he must have believing [faithful] children. 

    i. 1 Timothy 3:4, 12 – children under control. 

    ii. If they aren’t old enough, he hasn’t proved himself. 

    iii. If they are unruly and disobedient, he has failed the test of leadership. 

    iv. If he cannot bring himself to administer the needed discipline to save his  

     child, he cannot be expected to have the moral courage necessary to  

     practice discipline in the family of God. 

    v. The home is God’s testing ground. 

  2. Ephesians 6:4 

   a. The family cannot be neglected in fulfilling other responsibilities. 

    i. Eli, 1 Samuel 3:13. 

    ii. Samuel, 1 Samuel 8:3. 

  3. Sadly, in the church today, many of our young people will leave the church some  

   time after leaving the home. 

   a. Flavil Yeakley, Why they Left (2012), 33% of our youth, after leaving home,  

    will leave the church, never to return. 

 B. An Elder and His Wife.  Ephesians 5:22-24, 28 

  1. If the husband cannot clearly function as the loving head of his family, he cannot  

   serve as a bishop of the Lord’s church. 

  2. If his wife refuses to be subject to him, she disqualifies him. 

  3. Perhaps the term of “help-meet” (Gen. 2, KJV), finds its greatest significance in the  

   elder’s wife. 

  4. The elder’s wife, 1 Timothy 3:11. 

   a. Her spirituality should match his. 

   b. She has to understand the demands on his time.  

   c. She must be able to share his burdens. 

   d. The hospitality characteristic must be jointly shared. 

   e. She must fulfill her responsibilities as a wife and mother. 

 C. “Hospitable – Lover of What is Good”. 

  1. Titus 1:8; 1 Timothy 3:2 

   a. An open home for those who need help and encouragement. 

   b. A follower of Jesus who went about doing good. 

   

CLOSING 

 A. I hope you have made a comparison over the past two Sundays between God’s  

  description of elders and your life. 

 B. You may be saying to yourself that I could never serve as an elder. Why? 

  1. Because I’m not there, yet? GROW! 

  2. Or, I never intend to be there? 


